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LPO is the only private archtitectural officeon
Svalbard, funded in Longyearbyen in 2011. 

«If Longyearbyen is a 
town, it needs an 

architectural office»
said LPO head Lars Haukeland back then.
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INITIATIVE

svalbardsocialscience.com



R E T T 
P L A S S
R E T T 
F O R M

Design-driven innovation program DIP
Needs assessment

FOCUS GROUPS 
People about
Longyearbyen as a 
physical framework

Social science research
Svalbard and Longyearbyen



Folk om Longyearbyen // 
People about Longyearbyen 

How do different groups living in Longyearbyen perceive and use the town, 
and which needs and dreams do they have for its future development? 

Aims & goals:

- Make a variety of voices heard, including those that are usually silent 

- Create an easy to access knowledge base for urban and community development

- Create engagement about the town and urban development in Longyearbyen 



Method: Focus groups
Structured group interviews

Qualitative data

Interactive use of maps 

9 focus groups, different groups in town, 3-6 participants, in total 39 people



Some key findings

- Connection between physical environment and social aspects

- Similar needs across groups

- Everyone‘s wellbeing is dependent on everyone‘s wellbeing



9 Booklets
in 2 languages



















Maps



Short video



Various presentations



Poster presentation in 
Longyearbyenr





Collaboration Participation Dissemination



LPO Architects Longyearbyen: 
https://www.lpo.no/vi-er-lpo?&lokasjon=svalbard

Svalbard Social Science Initiative (SSSI): 
www.svalbardsocialscience.com

https://www.facebook.com/svalbardsocialscience/

Link to the material (booklets and short movie): 
https://www.lpo.no/nyheter/2021-03-10-folk-om-longyearbyen

Articles in the local newspaper Svalbardposten:
https://svalbardposten.no/leder/rett-og-galt-med-longyearbyen/19.13737

https://svalbardposten.no/nyheter/de-har-funnet-ut-hva-folk-vil-ha-i-longyearbyen/19.13711
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